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Live Streaming & Slideshow Guide for Celebrations of Life
A Compassionate Guide for Families, Friends, and Funeral Directors

For over a decade, LiveViral Media has helped thousands of families honor
loved ones with dignity through professional livestreaming, slideshow
creation, and photography. While we do this professionally, we want to
share our techniques in casewe are unable to assist,or you choose DIY.

A celebration of life service typically lasts 30-90 minutes and may include:

@ Welcome and opening remarks by officiant or family member
@ Eulogies and personal stories from 3-5 speakers

@ Memorial slideshowwith photos (10-15 minutes, optional)

@ Music or other tribute

@ Moment of reflection or prayer

@ Closing remarks and reception information

0 Most services are held at mortuaries, churches, or meaningful locations to the decedent. Family typically arrives
30-60 minutes early for setup.

Live streaming allows distant family and friends to participate remotely, which is especially important for those
unable to travel due to health, distance, or circumstances.Servicescan be recorded for those who cannot attend live.
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0 It's customary to share the link to the livestream 24-48 hours in advance via email, text, social media, or via the
obituary (copy/paste the link). Many families keep recordings as cherished mementos to revisit memories.

STEP1: Choose Your Platform for LiveStreaming
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¢ Facebook Live: Reachesmany quickly, no account needed to view
e Zoom/Google Meet: Private gatherings, 100 participants free
¢ YouTubelLive: Professionalwith automatic recording

Audio is the most overlooked,
but important aspectof a
livestream or video.

*To shorten long URLS,you can usebitly.com for free.
People can forgive imperfect

. . video, but poor audio makes

your recording device 3-6 feet

Essential Equipment from speaker or use external
« Smartphone/Tablet: Fully charged+ backup chargerpluggedin microphone.

 Tripod or something like a heavy book: Stabilize device, avoid hand-holding

» External Mic (Recommended):Wireless lavalier microphone will clip to

Officiant's collar and USB-Cdongle plugsinto your phone, or you can place a
wired mic on the podium and have the receiver pluggedinto a camera.

Placement Rules

» Camera:6-15 feet from podium, eye level, captures officiant and ceremony elements
» Microphone: 3-6 feet from speaker'smouth (closeris better for audio)
» Why: Audio quality drops dramatically beyond 6 feet. Get mic close to voice source.

Advanced: Two-Device Setup (alternative to no separate microphone)
* Both devicesjoin sameZoom/Google Meet call Wireless mic on podium
» Device 1 (Audio): Closeto podium, microphone ON, cameraOFF & VOLUME OFF capturesclearofficiant audio
* Device 2 (Video): Wide angle, microphone OFF & VOLUME OFF, PIN THIS as primary view
» Why: Viewers see Device 2's ceremony view while hearing Device 1's clear audio



STEP3: Test 24 Hours Before
CameraBasics for Beginners

» Check WiFi at exact streaming location (have backup hotspot)
* Do test streamto verify audio is clearand camera angle works
» Confirm venue allows streaming and get necessary permissions

Hold phone sideways (landscape/horizontal)
to look professional
Keep podium and officiant visible, don’t

show guest’s faces
STEP4: Day of Celebration : . .
Tap screento focus on subject (keepsimage

sharp)
Light should be behind or beside camera
(not behind subject)

* Arrive 45-60 minutes early for setup and final test

+ Position cameraunobtrusively, soit can pan & tilt to capture slideshows
Sharestream link againwith family 10 minutes before starting

Start streaming5 minutes early, turn off device notifications

Wide angles are ideal to capture the podium, memorial Position camera to show honor guard and officiant from the Before the ceremony, capture images of guest book, flowers,
display, and projection screen simultaneously. side, in caseof guests standing in the way, to capture the and photo displays for a complete record.
ceremony.

Common Livestreaming or Recording Mistakes to Avoid

e Don't hold your phone or camera- usea tripod or prop it against
something like a book to reduce shakinessand muffled audio
¢ Don't frame the camerawith awindow or light source behind the subject

(createsdark silhouette)

e Don't forget to test microphonesand audio

¢ Replaceall batteries and charge devices before the service begins

e Don't start late; it is a best practice to begin 5 min early so family can
connect, and you can ensure nothing is missed

Pro Tips for Better Live Streams

¢ Have a backup person handle tech so you can be present with family

¢ Keepyour device pluggedinto a power source and turn down your screen
brightness; streaming drains battery quickly

¢ Disable auto-lock on device so screendoesn't turn off mid-stream

« If using a conferencing software like Zoom, mute attendees and ensure
your device has sound turned off (ringer AND media)

¢ Post stream link in multiple places (email, text, social media),and consider
putting the link in the obituary so everyone hasit

We're Sorry For Your Loss,and Are Here to Help

CHELSEA ISBELL
LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTOR & EMBALMER

As a funeral professional | can't recommend
LiveViral Media enough.

Over the past four years, | never had a family
leave dissatisfied. Whenever a family requested
streaming or video services, | [recommended
them] with complete confidence, knowing that
LiveViral Media would deliver the exceptional
service they deserved

Read more at
LiveViralMedia.com/Memorials

Scanfor our Slideshow
Creation Tutorial

We know you are going through a difficult time. Since2010, LiveViral Media hashelped over 5,000 clients and was one of
the first to offer livestreamingfor Celebrations of Life. If you prefer help, we're standingby to take this off your plate.

623-850-3275 Contact@LiveViralMedia.com

www.LiveViralMedia.com/Memorials




